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Third Grade At The Farm
The classic “farm year” is third grade. With the school
curriculum focused on farming, building, trades, and fibers, New
Village offers the perfect lived experience of childrenʼs
academic work. 

Animal care becomes a special focus in this year. Third grade
class teacher Malisa Garlieb commented on the importance of
this connection: “The deeper relationships with the animals
mean that third grade students are really called on to be
present. They are fully engaged, pretty much every minute they
are on the farm.”

During the third grade year, most children experience the “nine-
year-old change,” a developmental milestone that gives them a
new sense of separation, and a new capacity for seeing and
caring for others. The farm curriculum meets this by giving the
children a new level of responsibility. Each small group of third
graders takes on an entire set of chores—feeding, watering,
mucking or cleaning living areas, and, when necessary,
milking—for a group of animals for four weeks, then switches to
another animal. By the fourth week with an animal set, students
are expected to perform all the chores without any direction
from adults.

This year also calls strongly on the will as the students for the
first time come to the farm year-round. 

Most classes visit New Village Farm only in the fall and spring.
In the third grade, the children see another side of farm life. This
winter they repaired pens for the winter, provided extra bedding
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during cold spells, negotiated icy conditions as they feed the
animals, and hauled water when the hoses freeze, students
gain a new awareness of their environment, themselves, and
their limitations.

“There are very few jobs left where we have to show up,
regardless of how uncomfortable it makes us. But in this case,
the lives of other creatures depend on it. Thatʼs an important
lesson,” remarked Farmer Michaela Ryan.

As spring weather has warmed up the farm, students have been
mucking out animalʼs bedding areas, finding and washing eggs
to be sold at the farm stand, and caring for (and enjoying) baby
piglets, goats and calves.

Senior Project Community Evening

The seniors gave brief overviews of their Senior Project Presentations at the Community Evening on Wednesday and
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the students spoke to how grateful they were for their mentors' support and for the opportunity to dive deeply into areas
of personal interest. When asked to described the impact of their senior projects, members of the Class of 2014 used
phrases such as "responibility," "freedom," "insight,"  "independence," "life changing," "see myself differently," and
"passion."  One student said that his year-long investigation changed the course of this life and that his college path is
one that he never could have imagined before he started his project.  Another shared how her project not only combined
several disparate interest areas, but also brought into clarity her years of Waldorf education.

Oliver Scanlon produced a CD as part of his project. You can buy the CD directly from him for $10 or purchase it online 
for a bit more. 

Congratulations!

Tenth grade students Joji Roth and Miles Scanlon each had a
photo accepted into the juried exhibit "Into Focus: VT High
School Photography Student Exhibit" at the Darkroom Gallery in
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Rowan practicing while she was camping in the
Sierra Nevadas.

Essex Junction.  Joji's piece "La Pomme" received an
honorable mention. The exhibit will be on display until April
20th and you can see the photos here.  Congratulations to Joji
and Miles!

Seventh grader Rowan Bauman-Swain was received the
Vermont Youth Orchestra Association's Aaron Xu Friendship
Award for being a "supportive colleague, role model and true
friend to [her] peers in the VT Youth Philharmonia."  Rowan is
the Concertmaster for the Vermont Youth Philharmonia.
 Congratulations Rowan!

Other LCWS Vermont Youth Orchestra Association members
include: fourth grader Celilo Bauman-Swain (cello), fifth grader
Matthieu Scwendler (cello), seventh grader Addie White
(violin), eighth graders Alison Simonds (violin) and Lark
Thompson (violin), tenth graders Faith Thompson (viola) and
Joji Roth (horn), and LCWS alum Eileen O'Grady (violin).

College Acceptances

Congratulations to Thomas Fortin who has been accepted to Savannah School of Art and Design.

Construction Update

Demo on the interior of the Bostwick Rd property is underway--walls are gone, stairs are out, and the electricians are
hard at work.  We still need to raise the remaining funds to complete the project, so please contribute to the capital
campaign today.  For more photos, visit our Facebook page. 

Subscribe to our email list

email : Webview : LCWS News: April 17th http://t.e2ma.net/webview/djp1h/5d58dad67fae807ee620446c5...

4 of 10 6/3/14 12:17 PM



Early Childhood Mayfest

The 29th annual Early Childhood Mayfest is Saturday, May 3
from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm.  This beloved event is especially
designed for children ages six and under and their families and
includes face painting, pony rides (for a small fee), maypole
dancing, live music, crafts, garland making, and delicious food.  

We are still looking for volunteers, either parents or older
students, to help with the childrenʼs activities. 

Please call Pam Graham at 985-2827 x12 if you would like to
volunteer or simply sign up on the poster in the grade school
lobby.  Here are some Mayfest photos from previous years.

What does literacy instruction look like
kindergarten through grade two in the
Waldorf school?

Sometimes in casual conversations about where I work, people say,
"Oh, Waldorf schools. I love the idea, but is it true they don't teach
reading?"  In fact, in the Waldorf kindergarten and primary grades,
implicit literacy instruction--developing a sense of a variety of story
structures; exposure to complex sentence structure, “story book
language” and rich vocabulary; modeling fluent phrasing and
expressive voice and tone--is all intentionally woven into the fabric of
every school day and every lesson. Explicit instruction in the alphabet
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children to fully take in, and love, what they learn. 

Waldorf students are usually assessed as reading on par with their
public school peers between third and fifth grade. And at that point they arenʼt just decoding texts at that measured
grade level: they have command of a rich vocabulary, possess a wealth of knowledge about how stories and ideas work,
feel deeply connected to what they read, and are able to read insightfully between the lines. Waldorf students make
connections between books and their own experiences, and between different texts they know. They use reading to help
make meaning out of their lives--the true goal of literacy. 

By “delaying” formal reading instruction until the primary grade school years, a Waldorf student can also find greater
enjoyment and engagement with classic, well written-stories for children, and can relate more authentically with books
that are developmentally appropriate. 

After all, the idea of waiting until seven years old to teach reading isnʼt so strange. Until 15 years ago it was the norm in
schools around the world. Recent public policy changes, fueled by anxieties about children not being “prepared” for a
competitive work place, have created preschool reading programs and kindergartens with 2-3 hours of sit-down, tested
literacy and math instruction every day (and sometimes no outdoor play or “free choice” time). 

But just because public policy has changed, does that mean the needs of children have? Numerous studies in the last
five years, in this country and in Europe, show that by early high school, children who learned to read at age five have
no academic gains over those who learned to read at age seven—and many studies found harms in the form of
more aggressive behaviors and lower levels of social, emotional, fine and gross motor skills in children who received
early formal reading instruction and consequently, less time to enjoy social and dramatic play.

A thoughtful approach to reading as a whole-child, whole-life experience is part of what makes the Waldorf curriculum so
rich, and so life-enhancing for the child.

1 The Crisis in Early Education: A Research Based Case for More Play and Less Pressure, by Joan Almon and Edward
Miller. Alliance for Childhood publication: 2011.

Spring Benefit News
INVITATIONS are in the mail! 
The WEBSITE will be live tomorrow and we'll be sending you a link with all the details about
the Thursday Family Concert and the Spring Benefit Gala! 
Lots of VOLUNTEER opportunities--big and small--for this year's event!
AUCTION ITEMS are streaming in and the best come from our LCWS community!
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May 5th - 11th is
National Screen-Free Week!
by Abigail Diehl-Noble
The goals of National Screen-Free Week are to become
more conscious of how screens impact our daily life,
and to re-commit to spending time on hands-on
activities, and with people we love. Screen-Free Week
happens in the spring, so there's a special focus on getting back out in nature

How could your family take up the challenge? Here are some possibilities to consider.

Families:
 Choose not to use screens for entertainment for one week
 Try to have one totally screen free day (including adults)
 Experience a new activity or a new place together—preferably outside

 
Children:

 Experience a new activity or a new place together—preferably outside!
 Find an outdoors "sit-spot" that's a great place to think and dream
 Have a book swap with friends (with parentsʼ permission)
 Start a journal
 Start a new collection
 Hand write a letter to a relative or distant friend

Teenagers:
 Keep track of screen hours, time spent multitasking on screens, etc.
 Talk to adults who work with and in technology. What do they see as the advantages and challenges of new

media?
 Learn about “new media literacy”: creativity, collaboration, adaptability, responsibility, and identity, and explore

how these inform your use of technology?
 
Parents:

 Leave your laptop at work for one week.
 Make a family rule that everyoneʼs cell phone goes into a basket when they enter the house, or during meal

times.
 Limit your home screen time (for work or family business) to a specified period of time. You could aim for time
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when the children are not awake or are otherwise engaged.

What's your just-right challenge? Leave a comment here.

Register for Turtle Lane Camp today! Registration materials can be found here or visit the website for details
about each session. If you have any questions, contact Camp Director Abigail Diehl-Noble.

Shout-Outs
We are experimenting with a new section of the newsletter where readers can express gratitude toward other community
members.  If you'd like to submit a Shout-Out, please email: newsletter@lakechamplainwaldorfschool.org.

A big shout-out to Karen Govett for always being at Senior Projects. --Wendy Bratt

Community News

Discount for Waldorf Families
One of our very generous Spring Benefit Silent Auction donors, ReStyle Hope for Women, is
offering a coupon for 15% off for anyone visiting LCWS's silent auction site and/or attending our
Spring Benefit Gala. The coupon code is WALDORF15 and is good for 15% off your total
purchase for Fair Trade, eco-friendly items purchased at www.restylefairtrade.com. Thanks
ReStyle Hope for Women! 
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Tai's Garden-Themed Camp
LCWS's Extended Day Director Tai Dinnan is excited to be offering a new garden-themed day camp in Charlotte for
1st-5th graders! There are two weeks to choose from: June 23-27th and/or August 4-8th - situated conveniently before
and after LCWS's Turtle Lane Summer Camp.
What: Your thumbs will turn green after a week in Charlotteʼs school gardens this summer! Play and work with friends to
deepen knowledge and boost excitement about vegetables, fruits, seeds, pollination, decomposition, and garden
ecosystems. Become an animal lover during our walking field trip to visit sheep at nearby Fifth Fence Farm. Each
afternoon, transform into a chef to prepare a daily snack using ingredients just harvested from the garden. Donʼt forget to
save some energy for playing on the playground, creating garden-themed art, exploring around the base of Pease
Mountain, and making discoveries in and out of the gardens!
When: Sign up for one or both of our week-long camp sessions: June 23-27th and August 4th-8th. Our days run from
9am to 3pm.
Who: Rising 1st-5th graders are welcome. Campers are encouraged to sign up with friends!Cost: $250/week,
need-based scholarships are availableWhere: Charlotte Central School Garden and GroundsBring: Weather appropriate
clothes and closed toe shoes that can get dirty, a bag lunch, water bottle, and sunscreen. A snack will be prepared and
enjoyed by campers each day.
More Information + Registration: Visit www.charlottevt.org and click on "Recreation" or email
ccsgreenthumbs@gmail.com

Thanks for the many ways that you support the Lake Champlain Waldorf School.

Upcoming Events At A Glance

April 17: Simplicity Parenting Series: Simplicity Parenting to Go, Turtle Lane Campus, 7:00p.m
April 18-25 : NO SCHOOL, April Vacation
May 3: Early Childhood Mayfest, Turtle Lane Campus, 10:00-2:00
May 8: Simplify Your Summer, Turtle Lane Campus, 7:00-9:00 p.m.
May 13: Grade School May Day, Turtle Lane Campus, 10:45-12:15
May 15: Spring Benefit Family Concert, St. Michael's College Chapel, Colchester
May 16: Grandparents' and Special Friends' Day, Turtle Lane Campus
May 17: Spring Benefit Gala, Coach Barn at Shelburne Farms
June 4: Last Day of School, K-12 (end of the year picnic at Shelburne Beach is in the works)
June 5: 8th grade graduation
June 7: 12th grade commencement

TO SEE THE SCHOOL CALENDAR click here.
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There are four, layered calendars (All School, College Guidance, Middle and High School Sports), which you can turn on
or off. Click on the drop-down arrow next to the "Agenda" tab.

Copyright © 2014 Lake Champlain Waldorf School. All rights reserved.

lakechamplainwaldorfschool.org
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